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" The memorable siege of Khartoum lasted
317 days and it is not too much to say that such
a noble resistance was due to the indomit-
able resolution and resource of one English-
man,
"Never was a garrison so nearly rescued,
never was a Commander so sincerely
lamented."
The little detachment had sighted Khartoum
about forty-eight hours after the tragedy. This
led to an outcry in the Press, some of which was
directed against Wilson. After the steamers
had met him at Gubat he had waited four
days before moving up-stream; even forty men
of the Sussex Regiment would have been suffi-
cient to put heart into the garrison; the Der-
vishes would have recognized the smallest
handful of white men as the vanguard of a big
force. Surely something could have been done
to save those fatal three days.
On the face of such meagre facts as were
known the outcry was not unnatural. Those
who are better informed have answered it by
saying that the relief was too late not by two
days but by two months. From the beginning
of December the starving garrison had been at
the mercy of the Mahdi. His men, who fought
with real valour at Abu Klea, would not have
been deterred from their prey even by the
whole of the Desert Column. If the steamers
had been able to move all the troops, neverthe-
less some must have been left at Gubat to guard
the wounded and the transport; and even sup-
posing that the whole of Wilson's force could